Pre-departure Checklist for F-1 Visa Holders


Please read this document carefully.  It is provided so that you will have a trouble-free travel experience.

Before you leave your home country:

· Check your I-20 for accuracy before your F-1 visa interview!

· If there is a mistake on your I-20, contact UW International Educational Outreach immediately. 

· Your visa must be accurate!  Please check it carefully before you leave your home country!

· If there is a mistake on your F-1 visa, contact the US Embassy or Consulate where you had your visa interview.
· Do NOT open the sealed envelope you received from the US Embassy or Consulate.  

· If you opened the envelope and have questions about what to do, contact the US Embassy or Consulate: http://usembassy.state.gov/.  
· Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months beyond the date you expect to stay in the US.
· If you plan to pay for tuition and other fees with a credit card (Visa or Mastercard), make sure your card can be charged for the entire amount of fees you will need to pay.  
· Contact your bank about this before you arrive in Seattle so you will not have any problems registering for classes.

Immigration tips and general travel tips:

· Arrive in the US within the required timeline.  You are allowed to enter the US no more than 30 days before the program start date on your I-20 (see section #5 of your I-20).

· Hand-carry all of the following important documents while traveling:

· I-20, Passport, and Visa

· SEVIS I-901 fee receipt (You may be asked to show proof of payment at the US port of entry).
· Copy of acceptance letter or other evidence of admission from UW International Educational Outreach 
· Proof of finances: bank statement and letter of sponsorship (if sponsored)
· Always keep all of the above immigration documents, money, and other important documents on your person while traveling.  Do NOT place any of these items in your checked baggage!

· Before you leave the Federal Inspections (Customs) area at the US port of entry, make sure that you received a stamp on your Form I-94.  

· If you did not receive a stamp on your Form I-94, bring it back to the US Customs and Border Protection officer who processed your documents.
Helpful Links:

SEVIS Fee and Form I-901 Payment: https://www.fmjfee.com/index.jhtml
SEVIS I-901 Fee Frequently Asked Questions: http://www.ice.gov/SEVIS/i901/faq.htm 
Links to U.S. Embassies/Consulates: http://usembassy.state.gov/ 
Visa Denials: http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/denials/denials_1361.html 
U.S. VISIT Program Information:
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/content_multi_image/content_multi_image_0006.xml 
